In order to reveal the reproductive ecology of captive hawksbill caught from the wild, we investigated the mating and nesting behavior, clutch size, number of clutches and hatching rate from 2006 to 2009. We used a video camera system in order to determine the date and time of mating and nesting. Mean mating duration ranged from 50 to 150 minutes, and the period from mating to the 1 st nesting was 29.6±3.4 days. As for nesting, 4 fe- 25.2 eggs and 3.5±0.7 clutches, respectively. These results closely correlated with data from wild populations.
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Hatching rate of captive eggs was markedly lower compared to that of wild eggs. However, the straight carapace length and body weight of hatchlings in captivity were comparable to those of the wild ones. Mean values were calculated using only data of nesting.
Nesting and release mean that the female laid eggs on the artiˆcial beach connected with the rearing tank and the female released eggs in the rearing tank, respectively.
The release date could not be speciˆed. Data of females which released eggs in the rearing tank (see Table 4 ) were not included. Successful spontaneous nesting of the hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata ) at Yaeyama Station, National
